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From the Editor
Welcome to the first issue of our new
online magazine, Australian Bridge –
Novice Edition!
Since taking over as editor of Australian
Bridge this year, my greatest challenge
has been working out how to cater to
the needs of the typical player. For
example, there are many players who
love our regular Bidding Forum column,
and wish it could be longer; for each
one of those players, there's another
one who has no interest in tricky bidding situations, and wishes we would
spend more time on the basics.
Finally we came up with the obvious
solution: two magazines! The existing
hardcopy magazine will continue in
its current style, while this new online
magazine will focus more on the club
player, with quizzes and advice to help
you improve your game.
Here is an overview of the kind of
material you can expect to find in the
Novice Edition of the magazine:
• Card play quizzes. At the bottom of
this page are two play problems,
presented by Pat O'Connor and
Danny Roth. The answers appear in
the later articles. We recommend
you take a good look at all these

problems, and try to come up with
your own line of play before looking at the answers. As Tim Bourke
points out in his latest book, you
don't get fit from watching someone
else exercise!
• Bidding tips. This issue is the start
of a three-part series on how to
appreciate the value of a big fit, by
Mike Lawrence. We are also beginning a two-part series by Eddie
Kantar on preempting. And many
of you will already be familiar with
David Lusk's Coaching Cathy column,
where his protege Cathy asks all the
questions that you've always wondered about.
• Creative writing. This issue, and the
next few issues after that, will feature a serialised story by Derrick
Browne called The Bridge Players'
Guide To The Galaxy. Most people
will of course remember when Arthur
Dent's house, and the planet it lived
on, were demolished by intruders
from the planet Vogsphere. However,
Douglas Adams' original chronicles
completely ignored all the difficult
bridge problems that Arthur faced.
This story will fill in all the missing
details.

CARD PLAY CHALLENGE
Pat O'Connor

Danny Roth

Dealer South, nil vulnerable
NORTH
]654
[ AJ72
} 32
{AJ64

Dealer West, EW vulnerable
]A82
[ AKJ7
} 52
{AK65
]KJ4
[ 54
} QJT96
{973

SOUTH
]AKQ
[ 53
} A954
{Q532
WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

pass
pass

2{
3NT

1NT
pass
2}
all pass

West leads the }K. How do you plan
to play the hand?
Answer on page 7

WEST

NORTH

EAST

pass
pass

1{
3NT

1]
1NT
all pass

SOUTH

West leads the ]3 and you note
that East has come in, at adverse
vulnerability, on a suit which is,
at best, queen high. It is obvious
therefore, that the lead is a singleton. How do you plan the play?
Answer on page 14

SUBSCRIBE
NOW
Click here to subscribe
to this magazine at
The Bridge Shop's
subscription page.
$25 per year (six issues)
For more experienced
players, click here to
learn more about our
hardcopy magazine
• General interest stories. This issue
features a photo report on the Gold
Coast Congress that was held in
Broadbeach in February. Next issue
will cover the recent Novice Pairs
event, and later in the year we will
be doing a story about a popular
Melbourne club.
• Opening lead problems. For many
years Ron Klinger has been writing
a regular column where he gives
you a hand, tells you the auction,
and asks what you would lead.
Many people think that opening
leads are a bit of a guess, but some
leads are better than others and Ron
is the perfect person to explain why.
• Bidding forum. Each month we'll
give you one bidding problem, and
give the same problem to a selection
of experts. Some of the problems will
be tricky, and the experts won't always agree on the answer, but they
will give detailed answers explaining
why they made their choice.
• World news. The world of bridge
rarely rates a mention on the front
page of the newspapers, but every
now and then there is an event that
makes an appearance in the mainstream media. We'll keep you up to
date with these events.
I hope you enjoy our new magazine.
If you have any comments or questions,
or are seeking advice or clarification
about any of the material presented
here, we'd love to hear from you at
mail@australianbridge.com

Brad Coles
–––– www.australianbridge.com ––––

AUSTRALIAN BRIDGE – NOVICE EDITION, July 2014 Sample

3

Bidding advice

The value of the 4th trump
A 9-card fit vs an 8-card fit
By MIKE LAWRENCE, NASHVILLE

W

HEN YOU are

evaluating a hand
for play in a suit contract, you
routinely add your high cards
and your distribution. Then you make
some adjustments. You deduct something if you have a balanced hand.
You adjust your estimate for high
cards in the suits the opponents are
bidding. And, you adjust your estimate for high cards in the suit or suits
your partner is bidding.
If you do all these things accurately,
you should be able to make a decent
decision about your next bid. Note
that I did not say a perfect decision.
No one makes perfect decisions. It is
impossible, due to the vagaries of
bridge, to avoid looking like a loony
every now and then.
Here are some evaluation questions
for you. Put your sliding scale to work
on them. You are South.
WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

1[

pass

?

What are these two hands worth in
support of hearts?
]Q9863 [ JT3 } A87 {T4,
]Q983 [ JT63 } A87 {T4.
If you follow traditional evaluation,
both hands are worth eight Total
Points. Seven in high cards and one in
distribution. Do you agree with that?
Neither do I. There is a difference.
Let's ignore how many points these
hands are worth. Instead, decide how
much difference there is between the
two hands. Which hand is better, and
by how much? We'll come back momentarily.
Here's another auction.
WEST

4

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

1]

3[

?

What are these two hands worth in
support of spades?
]AK2 [ 53 } K8762 {T74,
]AK32 [ 53 } K876 {T74.
Again, an initial evaluation suggests
both hands are worth 11 Total Points.
But are they? Which is the better hand,
and by how much?
]AK2
[ 53
} K8762
{T74
]94
]JT3
[ KQJT94
[ 76
} 94
} QJT3
{Q82
{A953
]Q8765
[ A82
} A5
{KJ6
In this layout, South is in 4]. Can he
make it on [K lead? You can fiddle
with this for a while. Then, before deciding, take a look at the next layout.
]AK32
[ 53
} K876
{T74
]94
]JT
[ KQJT94
[ 76
} 94
} QJT32
{Q82
{A953
]Q8765
[ A82
} A5
{KJ6

In this layout, South is also in 4]. Can
he make it with [K lead? Doesn't take
much fiddling, does it? You win the
heart lead, draw trumps, and play on
clubs to see if you have one or two
club losers to go with your heart loser.
On this hand, you make ten tricks.
Even if spades divide three-one, you
take ten tricks without effort.
What is the difference between the
two hands? The difference is that on
the second hand, dummy had four
trumps instead of three. This brings us
to the theme of this article. Traditional
point count has both of the possible
dummy hands valued at eleven
points. Yet one of the dummies gave
you little play for game while the
other gave you a 99% play for game
plus a comfortable play for an overtrick. Scary. Adding the three of
trumps to dummy changed a terrible
contract into a great one. So what do
you think the value of the fourth
trump was? One point? Three points?
More? Less? I don't know exactly how
to measure it, but it seems to be worth
lots.
Going back to the first pair of hands, it
is clear to me that the second hand
with its fourth trump is worth more
than its companion hand. The amount
that it is worth is not possible to determine, but it must be a value that you
consider when making your decisions.
Larry Cohen wrote a book called The
Law of Total Tricks. It is an elegant
book that says, in effect, that the more
trumps your side has, the better off
you are. I agree. It says a lot more too,
but I won't give any more secrets
away here. }}
www.michaelslawrence.com

MEET THE AUTHOR
Mike Lawrence was a member of the famous Dallas Aces, who returned the
Bermuda Bowl to America in 1970 breaking Italy's long reign at the top of
the bridge world. He subsequently won two more Bermuda Bowls, in 1971
and in 1987. However, he is better known as one of the world's leading
authors. His most recent release is The Complete Book On Takeout Doubles, a
reworking of his 1994 classic. It's pretty much what it sounds like – if you
want to learn about takeout doubles, this is the one book you need.
Our favourite Mike Lawrence book is much older: 1974's How To Read Your
Opponents' Cards. Essential reading if you want to perfect your card play.
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General strategy

Pairs tactics with Andrew Robson
Tight game or safe partscore?
By ANDREW ROBSON, LONDON

I

to begin my series on
Duplicate Pairs tactics by recounting
Graham Kirby’s pithy tale entitled
The Magic of Pairs:
T IS FITTING

"Board One. Partner Brian Callaghan
psyches, I’m confused, 5{ redoubled
minus eight, -3000 (old scoring).
Board Two. Callaghan sneaks an overtrick
in routine 4[.
An average round".
Although most of you play predominantly Duplicate Pairs, very little is
written on the tactics. Because of the
scoring method, these are totally different to all other forms of the game.
Your real opponents are the pair sitting
in your direction at other tables. For
each of those pairs you beat on a given
board, you score two points (regardless of how much you beat their score
by); one point for a tie (same score);
and no points for a loss (regardless of
how much your score is worse).
This means that you merely have to
beat the other scores by a small
amount. If your partner plays a 1NT
contract brilliantly and, with a little
help from those friends to his left and
right, scores nine tricks, do not regret
that you did not bid game. +150 will
be a "Top", the same Top as bidding
game and scoring 400/600 for bidding
and making 3NT. Therefore do not
push for close games. Take this deal:
S/Nil
]9853
[ KJ5
} 53
{A654
]AQ72
]K6
N
[ T72
[ Q863
} T987 W S E } J64
{Q8
{K973
]JT4
[ A94
} AKQ2
{JT2

–––– www.australianbridge.com ––––

WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

1NT
all pass
North’s 8-point hand is awful. No tens,
no five-card suit, no sequences. It is unlikely that game will be on (remember
that 15 points opposite is more likely
than 17).
Vulnerable at Teams, with a 500 game
bonus at stake, you might invite game.
Not at Pairs.
How should the play go? First of all,
what is your trick target? No – not
seven – you must simply maximise.
Win West’s }10 lead (note this passive
choice is far wiser than a spade lead,
in the quest to reduce the all-important
overtricks). You win the queen, and
should develop spades, the suit in
which you have top losers and are not
creating extra losers.
The ]J loses to West’s ]Q. You win the
diamond continuation in hand and
lead the ]10. This passes to East’s ]K;
East persists with diamonds, and you
win and lead a third spade. West wins
his ]A, cashes his promoted diamond,
and is now in an uncomfortable position. His best defence is to exit passively
with a fourth spade (again, giving
nothing away being the priority).

You finally win your ]9 in dummy and
have a chance to make an overtrick:
]—
[ KJ5
} —
{A6
]—
]—
[ T72 W N E
[ Q86
} —
} —
S
{Q8
{K9
]—
[ A9
} —
{JT2
East has been forced to make three
discards, and very likely these will be
a heart and two clubs. In that case you
can play ace and another club to set up
your ten. (If East had thrown two hearts
instead, then your [AK would drop
his queen and promote dummy’s jack).
You played well to make eight tricks,
but with much less pressure than if
you had been in 2NT.
Why is Andrew talking about a dull
1NT contract? Remember Kirby’s
words – this board is just as important
as the Grand Slam on Board 19.
Andrew’s Tip:
Pass partner’s 1NT opener
with a moderate flat 8 points.
First published in English Bridge, the
magazine of the English Bridge Union

MEET THE AUTHOR
Andrew Robson is a player, writer and teacher, and the bridge columnist for
The London Times. He has won England's premier event, The Gold Cup, five
times (including both of the past two years).
Last year he was appointed Officer of the Order of the British Empire (OBE)
in the New Year Honours, for services to bridge and charity, as well as being
named Personality of the Year at the International Bridge Press Association's
annual awards.
He is a prolific writer, and you can find all the details of his books, flippers
and CDs, including his recent booklet Duplicate Pairs Tactics, at his web site

www.arobson.co.uk
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even an inferior one, is better than not
having a plan at all.
One option is to lead the }5 from your
hand. If East has only one diamond left
(the ace) he will have to play it now.

Step by step card play

Persistence pays off

} T763
} J9

By BRAD COLES, BATHURST

W

HEN THIS deal

was played at the
table, declarer had a good plan,
and he came very close to making his contract. Unfortunately he fell
at the final hurdle.
Play the hand with me and see if you
can do better.
Pairs
]A
N/EW
[ A96
} T7632
{A763
]K84
[ K754
} KQ5
{842
WEST

NORTH

EAST

pass
pass

1}
2{
3NT

pass
1[
pass
2NT
all pass

SOUTH

First, let's look at the bidding. The
auction started with both players
showing their suits; then South tried
2NT and North raised to game.
What do you think of South's 2NT bid?
*******
2NT is the correct bid. South does not
have enough points to bid game on
his own, but he will have some chance
of game if partner has some extra values. In most auctions, 2NT says, "I'm
not good enough to bid 3NT, but if you
have a little extra I'd like you to bid it."
It's true that South is likely to have a
diamond fit, but with a balanced hand
and a stopper in the unbid suit, it's much
wiser to look for game in notrumps –
3NT is easier to make than 5}, and
also has the potential to score higher.
What do you think of North's 3NT bid?
*******
North has been invited to bid 3NT
with extra values. With only 12 points,
it makes a lot of sense to pass 2NT; if
you do happen to make nine tricks,
you will still receive a higher score
than pairs who play in a minor suit.

6

} A
} Q5

Setting up a very weak suit
At the table, North decided that his
three aces might be useful, especially
with a long suit that might be set up.
He took a gamble on 3NT.
So, here we are in 3NT. West leads the
]5, which you must win with the ace.
What is your plan?
*******
In 3NT, it's usually wise to set up tricks
in your longest suit. In fact, that's why
North bid 3NT in the first place – he'll
be disappointed if you let those lovely
diamonds go to waste!
Actually, it would have been nice if
those diamonds were a little stronger.
Imagine if one of those three aces had
been in diamonds instead. If dummy
had }A7632 instead of }107632, we
would have five quick diamond tricks,
with excellent prospects of making
nine tricks. Aces are much more useful when they are in your long suit.
The 3NT bid would have made some
sense with the }A, but this is a terrible
contract. Silly partner.
Still, obsessing over partner's bad bidding isn't getting us anywhere. As
weak as those diamonds are, we need
to start attacking them and hope we
can set up the suit.
You lead a small diamond from dummy,
play the king from hand, and it wins.
It looks like East has the }A, which is
good news. You are in your hand now
– what next?
]—
[ A96
} T763
{A763
]K8
[ K754
} Q5
{842
*******
There are three different plays you
could make at this point, all quite
reasonable. The most important thing
at this point is that you came up with
one of these plays. Having a plan,
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East wins the ace, and when you get
back on lead your }Q will be high.
You use the }Q to draw West's jack,
and then you'll have two diamond
tricks to enjoy in dummy.
Another option is to lead the }Q now.
This will work if the layout is like this:
} J

} T763
} A9
} Q5

East will win your queen with the ace,
but West will have to give up his jack.
With the ace and jack both gone,
dummy's ten will be high, and again
you can enjoy all the diamond tricks.
Both of these plays will give you some
chance, and you can take partial credit
if you found either of these plays.
Or did you find a better plan?
*******
A better line is to cross back to dummy
and lead another diamond through East.
With this plan, you will succeed on
both of the above layouts, as well as
this one:
} T763
} 9
} AJ
} Q5
When you play the 2nd diamond from
dummy, East can take his ace, but you
still have your queen for later. If East
refuses to take his ace, you can win
with the queen and play another round.
Ultimately East will have to play his ace,
and you will get your diamond tricks.
If you chose this line, you get full marks.
The full deal:
]A
[ A96
} T7632
{A763
]QJ6532
]T97
N
[ J82
[ QT3
W E
} 94
} AJ8
S
{T5
{KQJ9
]K84
[ K754
} KQ5
{842

–––– www.australianbridge.com ––––

If you want to really test yourself,
here's an extra credit question: when
you crossed to dummy to lead the 2nd
diamond, which ace did you cross to?
Dummy had two aces remaining at
this point; did you play a heart to the
[A or a club to the {A?
At the table, declarer didn't think it
mattered, and he crossed to the [A.
He led the 2nd round of diamonds
from dummy, and East took his ace.
This was the position with East on
lead:
]—
[ 96
} T76
{A763
]QJ632
]T9
N
[ J8
[ QT
W E
} —
} J
S
{T5
{KQJ9
]K8
[ K75
} Q
{842
East will play the {K now, removing
dummy's last ace. Unfortunately,
since you still have the }Q, you will
have to win the next diamond in your
hand. Then there will be no way back
to the winning diamonds in dummy.
You can cash a few high cards in your
hand, but without dummy's diamond
tricks 3NT has no chance.
Instead of crossing to the [A, declarer
should have crossed to the {A. Now
this would be the position after East
wins the }A:
]—
[ A96
} T76
{763
]QJ632
]T9
N
[ J82
[ QT3
W E
} —
} J
S
{T
{KQJ
]K8
[ K754
} Q
{84
East can cash three clubs now, but the
contract is safe. As long as we keep
both the [A and [K, East can't force
us to use dummy's [A until we are
ready. After East cashes his clubs, we
will win his next lead in hand. Then
we cash the }Q, drawing the last
diamond, and cross to the [A to cash
the rest of the diamonds. }}

–––– www.australianbridge.com ––––

Declarer play problem

Finesse technique
Don't use two honours to capture one
By PAT O'CONNOR, SYDNEY

Solution

You are South, declarer in 3NT.
]654
[ AJ72
} 32
{AJ64
]AKQ
[ 53
} A954
{Q532
WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

pass
pass

2{
3NT

1NT
pass
2}
all pass

You have a balanced hand with 15
points, so you open 1NT. Partner has
ten points with four hearts and bids
2{ (Stayman). You have no four-card
major so you bid 2} to show that, and
partner jumps to game in notrump.
West leads the }K. How do you plan
to play the hand?
Analysis
This is a very thin 3NT despite the
combined 25 HCP between your hand
and dummy. You have no useful spot
cards and not a five-card suit to be
seen. It's good that you like a challenge! You start with six tricks – three
in spades, one in hearts, one in diamonds and one in clubs.
There are no more tricks available in
spades and the chances of developing
an extra heart or diamond trick are remote. The only realistic source of extra
tricks is the club suit. You need to take
a total of four tricks in clubs. If West
has the {K, you can finesse against it.
What is the best way to do it? Should
you lead the {Q?

]654
[ AJ72
} 32
{AJ64
]972
]JT83
N
[ T964
[ KQ8
W E
} KQJT
} 876
S
{K8
{T97
]AKQ
[ 53
} A954
{Q532
First, win the opening lead with the
}A in your hand. You decide not to
hold up the }A because a heart
switch would not be welcome.
Think about what will happen if you
lead the {Q. West will cover it with
the king. You can take the ace and
then the jack will take the next trick
but the opponents will be left with the
ten which will be high. You will have
used two honours to capture one! It is
a no-win play.
Your only chance is that West has the
doubleton {K. The correct line is to
lead a small club from your hand and
if West plays low, finesse the jack
from dummy. This wins and then you
play the {A, felling the king! East follows suit so you now know that the
suit is split 3-2. The queen then takes
the third round and the opponents
have no more, so you take four club
tricks.
You were lucky that West had the
doubleton king, but that was your
only hope. Sometimes dreams come
true!
Key point
In general, lead low for a finesse.

MEET THE AUTHOR
Pat O'Connor is a two-time winner of the American Bridge Teachers' Association (ABTA) award for Best Book of the Year. You can read more about him
in the next issue of this magazine.
This problem is from his first book, A First Book Of Bridge Problems.
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Bridge fiction

Bridge players' guide to the galaxy
Chapter One: Arthur learns to count points, tricks and bulldozers
By DERRICK BROWNE, SYDNEY

S/EW

T

HIS IS THE STORY of Arthur Dent and

his bridge partner, Jack Singleton.

It is also the story of the planet Earth's
last bridge hands.
It is also the story of the planet Earth's
destruction.
And it is the story of that wholly remarkable book – more exotic than The
Four Horsemen's One-Over-One Method
of Contract Bidding, more controversial
than I Shot My Bridge Partner by Matthew Granovetter, more popular than
More Popular Conventions by Randy
Baron, and more profound than Norman de Villiers Hart's philosophical
blockbuster, The Quintessence of Control
Asking Bids – yes, that wholly, completely remarkable book, The Bridge
Player's Guide to the Galaxy…
Chapter 1: Some very restricted choices
It was a sunny spring morning but
Arthur Dent's lounge room was gloomy
and so was the look on Arthur Dent's
face. The lounge room was gloomy
because a bulldozer by the windows
was blocking the sunlight. Arthur was
gloomy because he was playing bridge
or, more to the point, because if he lost,
the other three players were going to
bulldoze his house for excellent reasons
that will be explained shortly.
Arthur glanced suspiciously at the
bulldozer driver on his right, more
suspiciously at the Council foreman on
his left, and most suspiciously at his
partner, the "sympathetic" Council
worker who had suggested a bridge
game as the fairest method to determine
whether or not to bulldoze his house.
This was the hand in front of him:

8

WEST
Foreman

NORTH
Partner

EAST
Driver

SOUTH
Arthur

pass
3[

pass
pass

2[
4[

1]
3{
all pass

]86
[ QJ
} 7543
{87642
]J97
]542
[ T987 W N E [ AK543
S
} QJT9
} A862
{AJ
{T
]AKQT3
[ 62
} K
{KQ953
Against the aggressive heart game,
Arthur led his two top spades and
then, seeing his partner play high-low
(8 then 6) to indicate a doubleton, he
confidently cashed a third round then
switched to the {K.
Declarer won the ace and drew
trumps then played a third round
ending in dummy. He now led the }Q
as if to finesse, but when North played
low he paused for an instant then
played the ace, felling South's king to
bring home the contract.
Amidst declarer's guffaws of laughter,
Arthur muttered indignantly about
the overwhelming odds in favour of
the finesse and therefore against playing for a singleton king, then added:
"A peek is as good as two finesses,
they say."
An icy hush fell on the room as declarer's guffaws were transformed into
silence and a gripping stare. "A peek
may be worth two finesses, but on this
occasion a brain was as good as one
finesse," he growled. "Accusing me of
cheating is about as insulting as telling
Osama bin Laden he is married to a
whore. And," he added pointedly,
"about as dangerous."
The moment's awkward silence was
broken when Dent's partner said
respectfully: "Yes, Terry knew I had
fewer than six points because I failed
to respond to your opening bid. When
I showed up with the [QJ, he would
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have known I could not have the }K
as well. You had to have that card,
Dent – so the only hope was that you
held it singleton."
"Not much hope," admitted Terry the
bulldozer driver, "but my only chance."
"Terry is as sharp as a scalpel with the
cards," noted Dent's partner.
"And as blunt as a sledgehammer with
the bulldozer," added the foreman
gratuitously.
Before looking at the last bridge hand
ever played on Earth, a word of explanation is in order. The previous night,
Arthur had sat down in front of the
television to relax.
Instead of relaxing, he saw the Premier
talking about the proposed site of the
World Bridge Championships and
about how the ugly little house that
stood on the site would be demolished.
This was all very well except that
Arthur's house appeared on the screen
at this stage. Arthur was indignant at
the mix-up that must have occurred in
the editing room at Channel 2.
But indignation turned to horror the
next day when the bulldozer rumbled
over his fence and he realised there
had been no mix-up at Channel 2.
Luckily, one of the demolition workers sympathised with his desire to
save his ugly little house and suggested a game of Chicago (4-deal)
bridge both as a diversion and as a
contest to determine whether or not to
proceed with demolition. Unfortunately for Dent, his opponents had bid
and made 6{, then 1NT, then the 4[
contract just shown, giving them 1430
points to nil.
Suddenly Arthur's regular bridge
partner, Jack Singleton, burst in shouting: "Thank God you're here, we've got
to go," to which Arthur replied, "Thank
God you're here, I need you as my
partner – else my life will be ruined."
"Your life will be dead if we are not
out of here within seven minutes,"
Jack informed him.
"No worries, I'm used to playing in the
fast room at Trumps," replied Arthur.
Upon glancing down at the scorepad
and seeing the 1430 point deficit, Jack
was irresistibly drawn to the cards
and the following ambitious auction
ensued:
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W/All

]KT932
[ 32
} 2
{AT432
]J876
]Q
N
[ T98
[ AQJ76
W E
} QJ8
} KT976
S
{987
{QJ
]A54
[ K54
} A543
{K65
WEST
Foreman

NORTH
Partner

EAST
Driver

SOUTH
Arthur

pass
pass

pass
6NT!

1[
1NT
all pass

The foreman led the [10 (partner's
suit) and dummy was tabled. Arthur's
expression changed from one of mild
hope to one of accusation and disappointment. Jack vindicated himself
with the simple observation that "it's
worth 1440 if you make it. It was our
only chance to win the match!"
Upon winning the 2nd round of hearts
with the king, Arthur cashed the ]A
and saw the ]Q appear on his right.
This could be a singleton, or it could
be from QJ doubleton. If the latter, the
winning play would be to play ]K;
but if the queen was singleton, Arthur
should now finesse to the ]10 or ]9.

Arthur knew his odds – an honour is
more likely to be singleton than to be a
doubleton of two equal honours, like
]QJ. This is a conclusion drawn from
the Principle of Restricted Choice
which, crudely stated, says that a card
is more likely to be played from a restricted choice (the singleton) than
from a free choice (i.e. the doubleton,
where half the time the other card
would have been played). Accordingly,
Arthur finessed the ]10, successfully.
When the time came to play clubs, the
same situation arose – Arthur's {K
drew the {Q from East. Flushed with
his success in the other black suit,
Arthur adopted the same approach,
finessing the {10 – and lost the hand
and with it his house.
"I went with the probabilities," Arthur
protested bitterly.
"Never play bridge with a mathematician," murmured Terry. "Except, I
suppose, as an opponent."
"Just count your tricks, Arthur," said
Jack with a pained look. "When the
spades came home you had five tricks
there, and a trick in each red suit
made seven. Therefore you need five
tricks from the clubs. If the {Q is singleton, then you can make a trick by
finessing to the {10 – but the bad

break will stop you from making the
rest of the clubs, so it is pointless to
play for that holding, even though it is
the most likely. After all, how much
chance is there that you will make
slam with only ten tricks?"
"Not very much," said Arthur sheepishly.
By a curious improbability, that was
about how much Arthur expected that
the radio, which was off, would suddenly crackle to life with the following
announcement:
"People of Earth, this is Prostetnic
Vogon Jeltz of the Galactic Bridge
Corporation. As you are doubtless
aware, your planet has been selected
for demolition to allow a multi-trillion
dollar fun planet to be created without
upsetting the planetary balance. The
Chairman of the Corporation has
called this ‘an exciting project that will
revitalise an ugly little corner of the
galaxy.' The future long-term prosperity of your region is now assured.
Congratulations and thank you for
your cooperation. Bombing will
commence in five minutes."
"Quickly," said Jack. "We have less
time than I thought." }}
Next month: Arthur and Jack take on
Prostetnic Vogon Jeltz.

PEANUTS © 1976 Peanuts Worldwide LLC. Dist. By UNIVERSAL UCLICK. Reprinted with permission. All rights reserved.
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Event report – 2014 Gold Coast congress

Australia's biggest congress
Over 400 teams head to Broadbeach
By BRAD COLES, BATHURST

T

HE 2014 Gold

Coast Congress was another huge success, with nearly
200 teams in the open field, and an additional 230 teams in the restricted fields.

The two main Novice events were the Novice Pairs and the Novice
Teams. The Pairs event was won by Michael Young and Sarah Carradine
(pictured right), ahead of Joan Jenkins and Carmel Wikman.
The Teams event was won by Linda Norman, Kay Roberts, Joan Jenkins
and Carmel Wikman (pictured on our front cover) winning a close
48-board final over Maureen Gibney, Susan Lipton, Godfrey
Baillon-Bending and Michael McAuliffe.
Gold Coast Novice Pairs winners
John Serry and John Fox, of Dendy Park Bridge Club in Melbourne,
Michael Young and Sarah Carradine
were given a feature spot in the Daily Bulletin, written by
bulletin editor Brent Manley:
"Bridge is a tough game, and it's tougher when the opponents are
hitting you with good plays left and right. That happened to John Fox
and John Serry on Saturday in the Novice Pairs, but the two Melbourne
players persevered with their own successes to fashion a 56.14%
game, good for eighth place after the first qualifying session.
The two started off with a 62% first round, then scored well on this
board, the first of the second round.
]AJT5
[ Q3
} AT32
{AJ3
]72
]K984
[ T642 W N E [ K9
S
} 9874
} Q6
{854
{KQT72
Restricted Butler Pairs Winners
EW Winners Under 50 Pairs
]Q63
Rachael and Maurice Loomes
John and Charlotte Harrison
[ AJ875
} KJ5
{96
WEST

NORTH
Serry

pass
pass

1]
2NT

EAST

SOUTH
Fox

1{
1[
2{
2]
all pass

The aggressive bidding by East kept North-South
from reaching their potential in the auction. It would
have been better to be in 3NT, but Serry played
the subpar contract well enough to earn a 59%
score.
Serry ducked the opening lead of the {K, a Bath
coup, and East fell from grace by continuing with
the queen. Based on the bidding, Serry could
place the missing high-card points, so at trick
three he played a low diamond to dummy's jack.
He scored four diamond tricks, plus two clubs,
two hearts and three spades for plus 210."

Novice Teams Champions Kay Roberts and Linda Norman, at the dinner-dance
with Trevor Norman, Julie Jeffries, Stephen Roberts and David O'Gorman

Craig Shannahan

NS Winners Under 50 MP Pairs
Daria Williams and Ian Cameron

Restricted Pairs winners
Kerry Watson and Marlise Jones

Jenny Iliescu, Mick Fawcett, Leanne Nugent, Tracey Macbeth-Dunn

Everyone got into the spirit of this year's dress theme:
Denim and Lace

Rookie Pairs winners: Lucinda Gun and Christine Williams (top left);
Dianne Thatcher and Beverley Northey (top right);
Jennifer Montague and Jane Hills (centre),
receiving their prize from Annette Maluish and Joan Butts

World news
Wendy Brown,
a Life Master from
Cornwall, Great Britain,
suffered a heart
attack after holding
a 29-point hand.

The final hand
Life Master dies holding 29 points

Article reprinted from
the Daily Mail

By MARTIN ROBINSON, DAILY MAIL

Photo from SWNS.com

O

NE OF Britain's

leading bridge
players died immediately after
being dealt a 'once in a lifetime'
hand because she 'couldn't take the
excitement'.
Wendy Brown, 80, collapsed in front
of friends while playing a remarkable
29-point game but even her heartbroken son admitted today, "It was a
lovely way for her to go."
The grandmother of 12 suffered heart
failure at the John Betjeman Centre in
Wadebridge, Cornwall, during her
regular Tuesday night bridge night.
Bereft friends said today they were in
shock, but admitted it is the 'perfect
bridge player's death'.
In the panic nobody checked her cards
but she may have had four aces, four
kings, and a jack – almost unheard of
in bridge circles.
She had played the game for five
decades and achieved the hallowed
status of Premier Life Master, but

experts said today a 29-point game is
so rare it is unlikely she ever had one.
Her son Charlie said: "I can imagine
the smile on her face when she looked
at her cards and she knew she had a
winning hand. She died doing what
she loved to do.
"The other members of the bridge club
responded magnificently and tried
everything to revive her.
"But when all is said and done, it was
a lovely way to go.
"Her death was obviously a great shock
and was very sudden, but looking back
we are very happy she went this way.
"When I go myself I would love to
think I'll go out like this, doing something I love."

HOW KEEN ARE YOU TO IMPROVE YOUR GAME?
You owe it to yourself, your partners and your teammates to
visit and sign up with www.ronklingerbridge.com
This is what you will find on our website:
• A new bidding or play problem and solution each day
• Constructive bidding quizzes
• Opening lead problems and solutions
• Play hands trick by trick with Ron
• Conventions and guide section
• Your bridge queries answered
• 'Old Master' hands. Can you match his play?
• How to use Five-Card Major Stayman
• The lighter side of bridge

New material added constantly.

www.ronklingerbridge.com
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The maximum points total for a bridge
hand is 37, meaning she had almost
three-quarters of the scoring cards in a
pack.
He said, "An hour and a half in there
was this cry from her partner 'get an
ambulance'.
"In effect she played this remarkable
hand and collapsed and died immediately afterwards.
"Wendy had 29 points in her hand. I
haven't seen a 29 point hand, if ever,
or certainly not for a very long time.
"I can't remember seeing one with
more points than that in the past 18
years or so.
"Wendy will no doubt have been
extremely excited by getting such a
hand. My theory is that she couldn't
take the excitement.
"It's very sad but what a way to go! It's
the perfect bridge player's death."
Wendy was sitting around the table
with her close pal Mimi Falconar, 66,
when she slumped forward in her
chair.
Another close friend and playing partner, Maureen Brinton rushed over to
help, but by then Wendy was already
dead.
Mimi said: "She was delighted to have
played that hand. She hadn't even put
her cards away when she went, it was
very sudden. I knew instantly she was
gone.
"Wendy was exceptionally kind, terrific fun to play with, and she'd been
playing for donkey's years.
"If you had asked her a fortnight earlier how she would have liked to go
she would have said: at the card table.
Bridge was her joy." }}
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Bidding advice

Preemptive bidding – part one
Derailing the opponents – everyone's doing it
By EDDIE KANTAR, LOS ANGELES

T

HE MODERN TREND is toward more

and more preempts on lighter and
lighter values. As these light preempts show a profit over the long haul,
it pays to loosen up a bit – particularly
at favourable vulnerability (they are
vulnerable, you are not).
It also pays to have a workable defence
against the plethora of preempts that
your opponents will be pestering you
with. Here are some tips for preemptive bidding:
• The player who makes the original
preempt is not the player who takes
the eventual sacrifice. That is his
partner's decision.
• Be wary of having too much defence
for a below game preempt. If you
have two aces, or one ace and two
kings, you are too strong defensively
to preempt. Partner, unaware, may
take a foolish sacrifice. The preemptive bidder should not have too
much outside strength.
• First and second seat vulnerable three
level preempts should conform to
normal length and strength expectations (a seven-card suit with most of
the high card strength in the suit).
• A third seat preempt is a horse of
another colour. Partner has already
passed and is not supposed to mess
with a third seat preempt – unless
holding excellent trump support
plus a side suit singleton.
• A fourth seat preempt shows a
near-opening bid. After all, with a
weak hand, fourth seat can pass out
the deal. A fourth seat opening bid
of 3{ or 3} is highly invitational to
3NT, usually showing a solid or
near-solid minor with no outside
ace. A fourth seat weak two should
be clocked in with 10 to 12 HCP.
• A new suit (below game) in response to a preemptive opening is
forcing. If you open 3[ and partner
bids 4{, you must find a bid. You
cannot pass.
–––– www.australianbridge.com ––––

• If you open 4[ or 4] and later double the final contract with partner on
lead, you are telling partner not to
lead your suit. You almost surely
have a side-suit void and are asking
partner to find it.
• The best preempts are the ones with
strong suits and little or nothing in
high card strength on the outside.
• Many players open three of their
long suit when they should be
opening four. The difference is an
extra card (eight-card suit versus
seven-card suit). Also 7-4 distribution is the playing equivalent of an
eight-card suit and is normally
opened with a four bid. Most preempts fall in the 6 to 9 HCP range.
]4 [ KQJ86432 } 7 {JT7
Open or overcall 4[.
]6 [ KQJ9874 } QJ94 {3
Open or overcall 4[. A four-card side
suit usually produces an extra trick in
the play when it is attached to a sevencard suit.
• A minor suit preempt denies four
cards in a major – unless the
preempter has an eight-card suit.
Don't hold your breath waiting for
an 8-4 hand.
• A preempt in one major denies four
cards in the other major – unless the
long suit is independent (can play
easily opposite a singleton).
Open 4] with:

• Do not preempt with a hand that is
worth an opening bid. Most preempts have fewer than 10 high card
points. Exceptions are opening bids
of 4[ or 4] after partner has passed.
• Preempting is not confined to the
opening bid. Second hand frequently preempts. If second hand
has a strongish six or seven card suit
with little outside strength, second
hand should go out of the way to
preempt. Preemptive bids cause
havoc in the enemy ranks.
If your right-hand opponent opens 1[,
bid 3{ with
]6 [ 87 } J54 {KQJ7643
and 2] with
]AQJ764 [ 4 } 654 {T87.
• Preempts are based on probable
taking tricks, vulnerability and the
skill level of the opponents. Even
experienced opponents have a
rough time with preempts, but
inexperienced opponents are
usually lost in the woods.
• Not vulnerable versus vulnerable,
you should be within three or four
tricks of what you are bidding. Vulnerable versus not vulnerable, you
should be within two or three tricks
of what you are bidding (and you
should have a good suit). At equal
vulnerability, you should be within
three tricks of what you are bidding.

www.kantarbridge.com

]AQJT874 [ QT87 } 3 {5
but pass with

MEET THE AUTHOR

]Q976432 [ AKT8 } 4 {9.

As a player, Eddie Kantar is known
for his two Bermuda Bowls (1977
and 1979) and his fifteen NABC
titles! As a writer, he is a six-time
winner of the American Bridge
Teachers' Association (ABTA)
award for Book of the Year.

This is not a preemptive hand because
you have four cards in the other major
and do not have a strong spade suit.
In addition, you have two defensive
tricks outside your suit, a major no-no.
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Declarer play problem

Roth on play
Solution to problem on page 3
By DANNY ROTH, LONDON
Dealer West, EW vulnerable.
]A82
[ AKJ7
} 52
{AK65
]KJ4
[ 54
} QJT96
{973
WEST

NORTH

EAST

pass
pass

1{
3NT

1]
1NT
all pass

SOUTH

With your spade honours well placed
over the bid and the solidity of the diamond suit, you are entitled to value
this hand at least a point or two above
its seven high-card points.
West leads the ]3 and you note that
East has come in, at adverse vulnerability, on a suit which is, at best, queen
high. It is obvious therefore, that the
lead is a singleton. How do you plan
the play?
Solution
We have three obvious spade tricks
and two tops each in hearts and clubs.
There are possibilities for extra tricks
in the heart finesse (unlikely to succeed on the bidding – the drop is
probably a better chance) or a 3-3 club
split (again unlikely in view of the
known 6-1 spade split). To be realistic,
therefore, the diamonds will have to
be established for three more tricks.
The defenders will probably try to
avoid winning the first round of the

suit so that we will need two entries to
be able to establish and cash the long
winners.
They can only come from spades and
thus to play the obvious "second-hand
low", accepting the free finesse, is fatal
as we should then be using one of
those entries too early.
The correct play to keep them intact is
to win the first spade on the board
with the ace. East will take the second
round of diamonds to exhaust the
board of the suit and continue spades.
Now we use the first of our two entries to knock out the remaining high
diamond. Subsequently, the third
round of spades is won in the correct
hand, South, after which we can cash
our remaining diamonds to complete
ten tricks for the loss of two diamonds
and a heart or club at the end.
The deal:
]A82
[ AKJ7
} 52
{AK65
]3
]QT9765
N
[ T982
[ Q63
W E
} 843
} AK7
S
{JT842
{Q
]KJ4
[ 54
} QJT96
{973
Play the hand over again and satisfy
yourself that, if we play a low spade
from the board on the first round, we
cannot make the contract. }}

MEET THE AUTHOR
Danny Roth, of London, is a professional bridge teacher and writer with
more than twenty books to his credit. His recent book How Good is Your
Bridge won the Best Book for Intermediate Students Award from the
American Bridge Teachers Association.
He is best known for his books on errors, including Spot The Bridge Writer's
Error, and Beat The Experts At Bridge. These books present previous published
material, and invite you to identify the unseen error.
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Declarer play problem

MEET THE AUTHOR

The real deal
Good play makes up for bad bidding
By LARRY COHEN, MIAMI

E

some of South
Florida's best gather to play a home
team game. There were some unhappy players on this deal. Take the
South cards and see how you do:
VERY WEDNESDAY

]A32 [ Q } AKJ94 {KJ95
Your first call is easy: 1}. Partner
responds 1[ and now you have a
problem. You are not strong enough
to jump shift to 3{ (game forcing).
Even though you shouldn't have a singleton for a notrump rebid, I like 2NT.
It shows 18-19 balanced, and I think it
is the best lie.
At the table, the player with these
cards bid 2{. This is an underbid for
sure, but I can live with it. Over 2{,
partner keeps the bidding alive, and
even shows a good hand of his own
by bidding the fourth suit, 2]. This is
forcing to game. You have substantial
extras and it will be tough to catch up.
I'll do you a favour and skip the rest of
the auction. Suffice to say, there was a
major misunderstanding because the
final contract was 7}!
]K8
[ AKJ52
} Q53
{QT4
]A32
[ Q
} AKJ94
{KJ95
Now this is an accident with a capital A.
All is not lost, however, since left
hand opponent leads a trump. When
your opponents bid a grand slam in a
suit contract, you should usually lead
a trump – you don't want to give anything away. (On lead against these
particular opponents, maybe the defender should have tried instead to
find his partner's ace!)
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Anyway, back to declarer's seat. I
know you wouldn't bid to this contract, but you can now fill in for
declarer. What is your plan for 13
tricks?
How about five in each red suit, two
spades and a spade ruff in dummy? It
won't work. If you ruff a spade in
dummy, draw trumps and unblock
the [Q, you have no way back to
dummy. What can you do?
Forget about the spade ruff in
dummy. Hope the red suits behave
normally. If you lay down the }AK,
all follow. Next you cash the [Q and
then draw the last trump ending in
dummy. Do you see what is coming?
After trumps are drawn, run the
hearts (they are 4-3) and throw away
all four of your clubs! Now you can
take a ruffing finesse against the {A.
Lead dummy's {Q and East plays the
ace. You ruff in hand and have the established {10 in dummy to throw
your spade loser. You still have the
]K in dummy as an entry.
The full deal:
]K8
[ AKJ52
} Q53
{QT4
]J975
]QT64
N
[ T963
[ 874
W E
} 87
} T62
S
{872
{A63
]A32
[ Q
} AKJ94
{KJ95
Once West led a trump, it was a good
bet that East had the {A. By taking a
ruffing finesse for your 13th trick you
can succeed in your ridiculous contract.
Well, I suppose I shouldn't call it
"your" contract. Surely you and your
partner would have stopped in a small
slam. }}

Larry Cohen is an American player
with 47 NABC finals to his credit,
including 25 titles and 22 runner-up.
Larry became the world's most
famous bridge writer when he
published the massively successful
To Bid Or Not To Bid – The Law Of
Total Tricks. This book is still considered by many to be the final
word on whether or not you should
bid in a competitive auction.

This was followed by the equally
popular Following The Law, which
explained how to fine-tune the
Law to get the best results.
However, Larry is much more than
just the Law Of Total Tricks. You
can find all kinds of interesting
material at his web site

www.larryco.com
Book supplies
All the books referred to in this magazine
are available from either The Bridge Shop,
or from Paul Lavings Bridge Books and
Supplies.
182 Penshurst St
Willoughby NSW
02 9967 0644
bridgeshop.com.au
Paul Lavings
Bridge Books
and Supplies
02 9388 8861
bridgegear.com
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Two opening lead problems

It's your lead
A matter of honours
By RON KLINGER, SYDNEY

T

lead problems from the
Gold Coast congress.
RY THESE

1. Pairs, West deals, NS vulnerable
WEST

NORTH

pass
pass
all pass

EAST

SOUTH

1NT 1

2] 2

1. Weak notrump, 11-14 points.
2. Five spades, 4+ in unknown minor.

West to lead from:
]8532 [ A652 } 75 {A92
2. Teams, North deals, EW vulnerable
WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

pass

pass

4]

all pass
West to lead from:
]95 [ QJ8 } KJ32 {K954
1. Aces don't lead aces
The lead most likely to cost a trick in a
trump contract is an ace lead when the
suit is not headed by A-K. Sometimes
you might set up declarer's king, other
times you give declarer two tricks
with Q-x-x opposite K-x-x when declarer legitimately has only one trick.
Aces are supposed to capture honour
cards. Lead an ace and you are likely
to catch only low cards. Unless there is
telling evidence to the contrary you
should dismiss first a suit headed by
an unsupported ace.
If not leading either ace, should you
start with a trump or a diamond.
Normally a trump lead does not
appeal when dummy has not shown
support. Here dummy has not raised
spades, but dummy has not sought
declarer's minor suit either. You could
reasonably expect dummy and partner to hold two spades each. If so, a
trump lead cannot do damage. A
diamond is also a reasonable choice,
although that might be declarer's
second suit.

16

Awards: Spade or diamond: 100; [A: 50;
{A: 30; low heart or low club: 0.
Principle: Unless your suit is headed by
A-K, avoid leading aces against a trump
contract unless you have very powerful
reasons that this is the best lead.
The deal arose in the Gold Coast pairs:
]Q6
[ K74
} Q9843
{643
]8532
]A9
N
[ A652
[ J983
W E
} 75
} 62
S
{A92
{KQJ85
]KJT74
[ QT
} AKJT
{T7
At pairs, your task is not necessarily to
defeat the contract, but to hold declarer to the minimum number of
tricks. Here East-West should hold 2]
to nine tricks. A trump lead or a diamond lead or even the awful {A lead
will achieve that. If West starts with
the [A and plays a second heart declarer makes ten tricks for a good
score.

Is it better to lead from Q-J-x or
K-J-x-x? There is not much between
them, but in general prefer the
honours that are touching. If you lead
a heart, partner's ace, king or ten
might be useful. Lead a diamond and
it is likely that only the ace or queen
will be helpful, partly because you
have extra length in diamonds so that
a third round trick becomes less likely.
Awards: [Q: 100; low diamond: 70; low
club: 40; spade: 20.
Principle: When leading an unbid suit
against a trump contract, it is preferable to
lead from a touching honours than a broken honour-card holding.
This was from the Gold Coast Teams:
]843
[ K73
} 95
{AQT83
]95
]AT
N
[ QJ8
[ AT642
W E
} KJ32
S
} 874
{K954
{J76
]KQJ762
[ 95
} AQT6
{2

2. A matter of honours
With no evidence of trump support in
dummy, a trump lead is not
recommended. You might trap an
honour in partner's hand when
dummy is void or short in trumps.
That leaves you three outside suits,
each headed by one or two honours.
It is normally best to lead an unbid
suit which contains two honours (not
the ace) than a suit has only one. That
makes the hearts or diamonds more
attractive than the clubs. If you lead a
diamond and strike partner's queen,
you have set up two tricks. Lead a
club and hit partner's queen and you
have only one trick. Greed is good.

One deal proves nothing, of course,
but it is nice to see theory working out
in practice. Lead the [Q and you collect two heart tricks at once and the
}K and ]A in due course.
If you begin with a low diamond, you
give declarer a chance to succeed.
South wins cheaply and plays a heart
to the king and ace. When that fails
declarer will be virtually forced into
finessing the {Q to deal with the
fourth round of diamonds. If hearts
are continued by the defence, South
ruffs the third round, plays a club to
the queen, {A, diamond to the ace,
diamond ruff, spade... and it is all
over. }}
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Regular series about some confusing bidding concepts

Coaching Cathy at contract
Perplexing problems with partner's preempts
By DAVID LUSK, ADELAIDE
Hey, Guru,
I think that I have got the hang of
preempts and I have less trouble now
when the opposition preempt. (That's
not to say that I get that bit right all
the time, but I think I am getting it
right more often.)
These days I have most problems when
my partner opens with a preemptive
opening. We seem to be doing more
damage to ourselves than to the opposition! Perhaps the best thing is that I
give you a few examples:
Perplexing Preemptive Problem #1:
We were playing weak twos and my
partner opened 2]. I held:
]65 [ QJ96 } AK54 {QJ9
I made an enquiry with 2NT and partner showed a minimum with good
trumps. I signed off in 3] and we
went one down. I thought that you
were supposed to enquire with an
opening hand when partner opens
with a weak two.
Actually, I remember that I didn't
make the enquiry one day when I had
14 points but a singleton in the weak
two suit. My right hand opponent said
that if it was a systemic agreement to
bid 2NT with opening points, I was
obliged to bid 2NT. Any comment?
Perplexing Preemptive Problem #2:
Partner opened 3} (not vulnerable)
and I held:
]AJ84 [ KQ96 } J {AK75
With 17 points, I thought that I had to
go on to game, so I bid 3NT. Partner
had:
]53 [ J } KQT9765 {T32
They led a spade and I could never
reach dummy. I eventually made only
seven tricks. Obviously we would
have had no problem in 3}.
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Perplexing Preemptive Problem #3:
Partner opened 3] (vulnerable). I held:
]– [ AQ73 } AT954 {A865
I thought about bidding 4} but eventually decided to pass. Partner's hand
turned out to be:
]KQJ9642 [ K6 } 7 {965
The opening lead was the }K and my
partner made 11 tricks when the ]10
fell on the second round. I only had 14
points and no fit. Should I have bid 4]?
Perpetually Perplexed,
Cathy
Hey, Perplexed,
Responding to preemptive openings
and weak twos is a different exercise
when compared to other opening bids.
Normal preemptive openings should
have good trick-taking potential, but
there is a proviso: the number of tricks
relies on the trump suit. Many preemptive hands become worthless
when some other suit is trumps.
First of all, let me point out that holding an opening bid and a singleton in
partner's weak two opening usually
presents an excellent case for pass.
Whoever your opponent was, the suggestion that there was some obligation
to bid 2NT as an enquiry was absurd
in the extreme. You are no more
obliged to bid 2NT in response to a
weak two, than you are to open with
12 points if you don't like your hand.
There are no regulations in place that
overrule a player's judgement of the
value of his or her hand in the light of
other bids.
Looking at example #1, the judgement
aspect came adrift to some extent. You
have an opening bid but some very
soft values in hearts and clubs. No
doubt it is possible to construct maximum hands which will allow ten
tricks, but there are so many which

won't. Worse still, there are plenty of
minimum hands which won't take nine
tricks. Queen-jack combinations are
often of limited value opposite long
trump suits. Aces and kings are much
better. The idea is to bid 2NT whenever it is reasonable to assume that
your side can make game if the weak
two is a maximum, and pass otherwise. This is not just a point-count
exercise but rather one of judging fit
quality and trick-taking strength.
In example #2, you overlooked the
distinct possibility that your partner's
hand would be reduced to tram tickets
in 3NT. Unless partner held AKQxxx(x)
in diamonds or KQ10xxxx with a side
winner, you were going to have to
manage nine tricks in notrump all on
your own. Opposite a non-vulnerable
preempt, which usually promises only
six tricks, the chances that partner
would hold any of the above would be
slim at best. One benefit of passing on
a hand like this is that LHO may get
involved in the auction and a bloodbath may well ensue. Had partner
been vulnerable when he opened 3},
there would have been a stronger
argument for bidding a game of some
sort.
In example #3, a vulnerable 3] opening should promise a suit of quality
and 7 tricks. You have 3½ tricks so 4]
is likely to require the heart finesse at
worst. Even in the absence of an obvious fit in partner's suit, there should
be enough tricks to give 4] a decent
chance.
There is considerable variation in the
standards that partnerships apply to
preemptive openings. Regardless of the
standards, the opener usually promises a specific number of tricks which
are available if the suit is trumps. You
will usually judge the potential of the
hand much better by counting tricks
than you will by counting points.
The above does not cut across the notion that you should be aggressive in
raising partner's preempts with excellent fits. The purpose is obviously
different in these situations.
Perpetually yours,
David
Reprinted with permission from
the ABF Newsletter
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A world class panel of experts discusses bidding problems

F

we take our first
lesson, bridge players are given
an endless list of rules. Two of the
earliest examples are:
ROM THE DAY

1) To open the bidding you need
twelve points.
2) To respond you need six points.
As we progress and gain experience,
we start to notice exceptions to many
of the rules we learned. I'm sure at
some point you've picked up an attractive ten-count, and thought, "I'd
really like to open with this hand."
The rules are very important; they've
been developed over many years of
experience, and if you never break any
of the rules you've learned, you'll do
very well at bridge.
Here's a simple opening bid problem:
You are dealer, opponents are vulnerable
]T87543 [ A63 } – {A873
What, if anything, do you open?
We gave this problem to a panel of 28
our best players. Take a moment to
make your own choice before looking
at their answers...
*******
CALL

PANEL

Pass
1]
2]

20
5
3

As you might expect, most of the experts chose to pass this 8-point hand.
But slightly surprisingly, a quarter of
them chose not to! Let's hear what
they had to say about it, starting with
the 1] openers:
MATTHEW THOMSON: 1]. Two aces, a six card
major and a void equals a good hand. This is
much better than most 13 HCP hands that get
opened. I love my aces.
MICHAEL WARE: 1]. 2] or 3] are a joke – I'm

not concerned about the poor suit, but you
should never preempt with two aces or with
three-suited hands. The choice is between
Pass and 1], and I prefer to fire the first shot.

18

What is a bidding forum?
In this column, we give you a bidding sequence
where it is your turn to bid. Your job is to look at
your hand and make your choice. Then we give
the same problem to a panel of experts and see
if they agree with you.
Sounds simple? Let's find out...

PAUL BRAYSHAW: 1]. It is the acceptable

modern trend to open this sort of hand at the
one-level holding two controls, shape and a
six-card suit. Whether we play in spades,
hearts or clubs, this hand has great prospects.
If we end up defending, we have the two tricks
we promised.
Going directly against Michael Ware's
advice, the next group like to open undisciplined weak twos, largely on the
grounds of frequency:
STEPHEN BURGESS: 2]. Gone are the days
when we needed good suits, or couldn't have a
void. Those hands never came up enough.
PETER SMITH: 2]. I'm trying to give these up but

at this vulnerability I'll attempt to damage the
opponents' auction. I've had both good and
bad results with these.
RICHARD SOLOMON: 2]. If it's not a weak two,

it's an opening hand. Do we have to wait for a
suit headed by the ]KQ or ]AQ? I'm more
likely to win lotto!
Most of the panellists, of course, gave
an answer along these lines:
EDDIE KANTAR: Pass. If I start opening hands
like this, there is no telling where this will lead.
BOB JONES: Pass. This hand falls about a jack

short of an opening, in my opinion. I prefer 1]
rather than 2]; I don't like to preempt with two
aces outside of my suit.
Like Bob, some other panellists also
commented that they were only a jack
short of 1], pointing out they would
open 1] if they had ]J10xxxx rather
than ]10xxxxx.
ERIC KOKISH: Pass. Closer to 1] than 2], but
not close enough for either action. Should be
easy to bid later.
ANDREW ROBSON: Pass. Very powerful hand in

too many directions for me to open 2]. So I'll
bide my time and see which way to go later.
Very sound advice from Andrew
Robson, as always. The problem with
opening this hand isn't so much that
it's not strong enough, and it isn't the
weak suit; the biggest problem is that
if the bidding gets too high, we may
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not have time to decide which suit to
play in.
So what have we learned from all this?
In short, the rules we were taught are
correct. It is best to pass this hand for
many reasons; it's not necessary for us
to memorise the reasons, or to work
them out at the table – we can get to
the right answer by simply following
our tried-and-tested rules.
Despite that, a decent number of
experts chose to do otherwise. This
illustrates one of the most interesting
things about bridge: there often isn't
just one correct answer. Passing is
great, but if you like your hand and
decide to be adventurous, it's unlikely
to be the end of the world – as long as
you have a sympathetic partner, of
course!
This was an easy one to get you
started. Here's a slightly tougher
question for next month:
You (South) are dealer, EW vulnerable
]K8
[ AKQT742
} A6
{Q8
WEST

NORTH

EAST

SOUTH

pass

2[

pass

1[
?

What is your next bid?
We'll tell you what the experts think
in the September issue. }}

Online bidding forum
www.australianbridge.com
/biddingforum
Read the readers' answers
to last month's problems,
and submit your own
answers and comments
for this month's problems
www.australianbridge.com
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Australian Calendar

ABF Results
SUMMER FESTIVAL
SWPT Novice Final
O'Connor (Dennis O'Connor, Genevieve
Dooley, Diana Keeling, Sandra Purser, David
Clarkson, Peter Kowald) 65 def Spilsbury
(Marcey Spilsbury, Gwen Wiles, Kate
Pinniger, Carla Sullivan) 26
Restricted Swiss Pairs
1 Michael Randles - Benjamin Sadler
2 Leszek Kunc - Waldek Mroz
3 Richard Bodell - Chris Fader
4 Dennis Wan - Henry Chu
5 Michael Ronai - David Snow
6 Kathy and Malcolm Clift
7 Elaine Dignan - Ian MacLaren
8 Janet Willis - Margaret Phippen
9 Noreen Armstrong - Carolyn Greenwich
10 John and Margaret Rogers
11 Terry Johnston - Shannon Irwin
12 Michael Young - Sarah Carradine
Non-Life Masters Teams
1 Hamid Sadigh, Siamak Parsanejad, Henry
Chu, Dennis Wan
2 Michael Box, Maurice Ripley, Roger and
Glenda McNee
3 Carmel Wikman, Deborah Dwyer, Ross
Murtagh, Barbara Kent
Novice Teams
1 Allan Pike, Arthur Bragg, David Snow, Michael Ronai
2 Barbara Wood, Carol Gilder, Jeni Locke,
Marg Brownrigg, Sue Hunt, Arlene McClelland
3 Bernard Davidson, Jennette Rosetta,
Margaret Carr, Karen Irvine
Super Novice Teams
1 Yvette Cox, Leone Carberry, Jirina Safarik,
John Price
2 Julie Cowling, Faye Franklin, Kay Snowden,
Jeanette Marvell
Super Novice Pairs
1 Yvette Cox - Leone Carberry
2 John Russell - Judith Parsons
3 Hilary Merritt - Jeanette Harper
4 Andrew Dou Grace - Gary Kembrey
5 Michael and Robyn Maher
GOLD COAST CONGRESS
Restricted Teams
Denis Ward - Laurie Skeate - Denis Moody Monty Dale 108.1 def David Gardiner - Pam
Hancox - Jennette Rosetta - Margaret Carr 93
Novice Teams
Linda Norman - Kay Roberts - Joan Jenkins Carmel Wikman 91.1 def Maureen Gibney Susan Lipton - Godfrey Baillon-Bending Michael McAuliffe 81
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Restricted Pairs
1 Marlise Jones - Kerry Watson
2 Jim and Cora Taylor
3 Sudi Horsfield - Annie Pilcher
4 John and Meg Sharp
5 Hamid Sadigh - Siamak Parsanejad
6 Neville Williams - Barry Williams
7 Paul Brake - Jessica Brake
8 Alan Clague - Terry Khoo
9 Chris Duggin - Faye Carnovale
10 Gregory Gosney - Margaret Plunkett
B: Frank and Sue Spurway
C: Barbara Kent - Ross Murtagh
D: Catherine Chaffey - Andrew Goodchild
E: Cassie Morin - Helen Arendts

VICTOR CHAMPION CUP, Melbourne
5-9 June, vcc@abf.com.au

Novice Pairs
1 Sarah Carradine - Michael Young
2 Joan Jenkins - Carmel Wikman
3 Ann and Gabby Zipser
4 Prunella and Malcolm Adams
5 Shirley Burgess - Dell MacNeil
6 Albert Loh - Fran Price
7 Roslyn and Alex Hunyor
8 Walter and Annemarie Hugentobler
9 Alan Anderson - Greg Kerswell
10 Georgina Howitt - Ann Carter
B: Ian Hoschke - Sylvia Billingham
C: Garry and Marleen Smith

SPRING NATIONALS, Canterbury NSW
22-30 October, sn@abf.com.au

Sunday Rookie Pairs
Christine Williams - Lucinda Gun, Catherine
Armstrong - Veronica Amerena

SENIOR PLAYOFF, 13-18 March

Thursday Rookie Pairs
Beverley Northey - Dianne Thatcher, Jane
Hills - Jennifer Montague

BARRIER REEF CONGRESS, Townsville
6-9 June, brc@townsvillebridgeclub.asn.au
ANC AND BUTLER PAIRS, Sydney
12-24 July, anc2014@abf.com.au
SWAN RIVER SWISS PAIRS, 9-10 August
COFFS COAST GOLD, Opal Cove Resort
13-17 August, Ian Donald, 02 6654 1104
TERRITORY GOLD, Darwin
27-31 August, tgbf@abf.com.au
HGR MEMORIAL CONGRESS, 20-21 Sep

GOLDEN WEST SWISS PAIRS, 22-23 Nov
GNOT FINAL, Tweed Heads
28 Nov - 1 Dec, gnot@abf.com.au
YOUTH WEEK, Canberra, 10-18 January
SUMMER FESTIVAL, 13-25 January
OPEN/WOMEN PLAYOFF, 31 Jan - 5 Feb
GOLD COAST CONGRESS, 21-28 Feb

TASMANIA FESTIVAL, Hobart, 26-29 March
ANOT, Adelaide, 30 April - 4 May
WESTERN SENIOR PAIRS, 16-17 May
VICTOR CHAMPION CUP, 4-8 June

Under 50 Masterpoint Pairs
Daria Williams - Ian Cameron, John and
Charlotte Harrison

BARRIER REEF CONGRESS, 5-8 June

Friday Novice Pairs
1 Graham Carson - Ian Pick
2 Sheena Pollock - Denise Merrin
3 Charlotte Harrison - Shelley Taylor

ASIA CUP, Zhe Jiang, China
12-22 June, www.unit166.ca

TASMANIAN FESTIVAL
Restricted Swiss Pairs
1 L Libman - T Libman
2 J Judah - H Ingram
3 I Chau - K Potter
4 R Rolston - I Radonic-Errath
5 K Kerr - F McDonald
6 L Coli - R Moore
7 M Packer - V Seward
8 R Jones - R Jones
9 J Adey - C Girvan
10 K Wallwork - J Henderson
11 L Cowan - L Redman
12 J Tender - T Michalek

International Calendar

SUMMER NABC, Las Vegas
17-27 July, www.acbl.org
WORLD YOUTH TEAMS, Istanbul
13-23 August, www.worldbridge.org
COMMONWEALTH NATIONS, Glasgow
8-13 September, secretary@sbu.org.uk
NZ NATIONALS, Hamilton
27 Sep - 4 Oct, rksolomon@xtra.co.nz
WORLD BRIDGE SERIES, Hainan, China
10-25 October, www.worldbridge.org
FALL NABC, Providence
27 Nov - 7 Dec, www.acbl.org
NEC CUP, 10-15 February
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